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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for controlling a removable media device coupled to a computer 
system by way of a bus interface, the computer system having system firmware, the 
method comprising the step of: 

providing one or more abstraction layers in the system firmware that employ 
interrupt 13 functions to allow a program to communicate with the removable media 
device. 

2. The method recited in Claim 1 wherein the removable media employed with 
the removable media device comprises a device driver that calls the abstraction layer in 
the system firmware. 

3. The method recited in Claim 1 wherein the removable media is used to 
perform recovery of contents of a device coupled to the computer. 

4. The method recited in Claim 2 wherein the removable media is used to 
perform recovery of contents of a device coupled to the computer. 

5. The method recited in Claim 1 wherein the removable media device is selected 
from the group including a CD-ROM device, a DVD device, or a magneto-optical 
device. 

6. The method recited in Claim 1 wherein the program comprises an operating 
system or application. 

7. The method recited in Claim 1 wherein the abstraction layer comprises 
interrupt 13 functions 40h and above that allow the program to access the removable 
media device in its native mode. 

8. The method recited in Claim 7 wherein the abstraction layer comprises 
interrupt 13 functions l-3Fh that allow the program to access the removable media 
device as a floppy drive. 
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9. The method recited in Claim 1 wherein the bus interface is selected from the 
group including a Universal Serial Bus (USB™), an IEEE- 1394 bus, a Bluetooth™ bus, 
an ATA bus, an AT API bus, Peripheral Component Interconnect (PCI®) bus, 
Infiniband™ bus, or a SCSI bus. 

10. Apparatus comprising: 

a computer comprising system firmware and a removable media device; and 
wherein the system firmware includes one or more abstraction layers that 

employ interrupt 13 functions to allow a program to communicate with the removable 

media device. 

1 1. The apparatus recited in Claim 10 wherein the removable media employed 
with the removable media device comprises a device driver that calls the abstraction layer 
in the system firmware. 

12. The apparatus recited in Claim 10 wherein the removable media is used to 
perform recovery of contents of a device coupled to the computer. 

13. The apparatus recited in Claim 12 wherein the removable media is used to 
perform recovery of contents of a device coupled to the computer. 

14. The apparatus recited in Claim 10 wherein the removable media device is 
selected from the group including a CD-ROM device, a DVD device, or a magneto- 
optical device. 

15. The apparatus recited in Claim 10 wherein the program comprises an 
operating system or application. 

16. The apparatus recited in Claim 10 wherein the abstraction layer comprises 
interrupt 13 functions 40h and above that allow the program to access the removable 
media device in its native mode. 

17. The apparatus recited in Claim 16 wherein the abstraction layer comprises 
interrupt 13 functions l-3Fh that allow the program to access the removable media 
device as a floppy drive. 
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18. The apparatus recited in Claim 10 wherein the bus interface is selected from 
the group including a Universal Serial Bus (USB™), an EEE-1394 bus, a Bluetooth™ 
bus, an ATA bus, an AT API bus, Peripheral Component Interconnect (PCI®) bus, 
Infiniband™ bus, or a SCSI bus. 



